
Tote shopping bag 
 
2 pieces of fabric sized 35cm X 46cm  
2 pieces of fabric sized 10cm X 60cm 
Thread 
Scissors 
Sewing machine or hand stich 
 

       
 
Start by placing front sides together and pin sides and bottom, sew down each side (46cm) and along the 
bottom (35cm) leaving the top open. 
 

                          
 
Now you need to fold your bag in half with the seams in the middle by taking each of the bottom corners 
together to create a point as shown. Place a pin at the top of the stitching then measure 5cm/2inch down 
the seam and place another pin. 



            
 
Now you need to draw a line across the fabric to create a small triangle, then pin together then stich along 
the line. You will need to do this on both corners of the bag. 
 

             
 
Now trim the corner off creating a straight line across, this will make the base of your bag. 
 

  
 
Fold the top edge over twice and pin, then stich around the top of the bag. Turn the right way around and 
place to one side. 
 



          
 
To make the handles fold each of the long strips of fabric in half pin then stich to secure. Turn the handles 
inside out to hide, I used a large safety pin to help thread it through. 
 
 

              
 
 Now you need to attach tour handles fold each end up on the handles about 1cm to leave a nice edge. 
Place handle in position and pin, stich each end to hold in place, repeat on both sides. Your bag is now 
finished. 
 
 
 


