
 

 

Hi! I’m Jonathan, here’s a little bit about me and my job role at 
West Cheshire Museums: 

What is your job? 

My job is Community and Learning Officer at Lion Salt Works. I do lots of different things as 
part of my role, but ultimately it’s to make sure that when people visit the museum they are 
excited and inspired by what’s here. This involves planning events and exhibitions, helping 
to run our volunteer programme and arranging for schools to come and visit the museum 
on trips.  

I also run a project across West Cheshire 
Museums, to change how our museums 
works with young people like you! I’m 
currently working with young people in 
Winsford and Chester to produce a Festival 
inspired by heritage and hope. 

What did you do before getting 
your job? 

I’m a total museum geek and have always 
worked in museums! Before getting my job at 
West Cheshire Museums I had an internship 
with the National Trust and worked as a 
Fundraiser for a museum in the Lake District. 
I have also volunteered at a range of 
museums across the North West!  

When did you decide you wanted 
to work in a museum? 

I never thought I’d be working in a museum. I used to think museums were boring and dusty 
places full of old stuff.  

This changed whilst I was at University. I ended up doing a class about heritage and historic 
buildings. This class changed my opinion about museums; I discovered they had the 
potential to tell these incredible stories and help connect people to the past. Since this 
realisation museums have become one of my biggest passions and I have only ever wanted 
to work in museums.  



What qualifications do you need for your job? 

I have a degree in History and Archaeology, which really helps me when I’m doing certain 
parts of my job (it also allowed me to go and excavate skeletons in Italy, whist I was at Uni). 
Since then I have done an MA in Arts Gallery and Museum Studies.  

Traditionally people have needed to have a degree to get into museums. However this has 
changed and there are a lot more opportunities for people to start working in museums 
straight out of school.    

What is your favourite gallery/museum? 

There are so many good museums up and down the country… Being a total museum geek I 
do have a top 5 list! However if I had to choose 1 it would be the Pitt Rivers Museum in 
Oxford.  

Tucked away in the corner of another museum, this is a total hidden gem, with cabinets full 
of objects that tell the stories of people and cultures from all over the world. There are 
some incredible artefacts on display, including shrunken heads! Part of the draw is how the 
museum displays its collections with rooms overflowing with cases and incredible things to 
see!  

What is one of the favourite things you like about your current job? 

The best thing about my job has to be all the people I get to work with. My job is really 
varied and no 2 days are the same. This means I get the opportunity to meet loads of 
different people, ranging from other museum professionals to members of the public who 
are visiting our museums.  

I love getting the opportunity to share the stories of Lion Salt Works’ with people and 
explain why our museum is so important to Cheshire’s industrial past. However as Lion Salt 
Works’ is in the living memory for people in the local community, lots of our visitors share 
their stories and memories with me. This is really cool and I always find myself learning 
something new from others.    

What tips would you give someone wanting to make a career in the 
museum and heritage sector? 

In my experience, the people who work in museums are really lovely. As a sector we want to 
share our love of museums and heritage with other people. If you are thinking about a 
career in museums and heritage, reach out to your local museum and see if someone will 
have a chat with you about the potential roles you could do.  

A lot of museums also have specialist opportunities for young people, like you, to work with 
museum staff and gain experience that will help kick start your career. For example, West 
Cheshire Museum are currently working with young people in Winsford and Chester to 
produce a Festival inspired by heritage and hope. Reach out to your local museum and see 
what opportunities are on offer! 


