
 

 

Hi! I’m Hannah, here’s a little bit about me and my job role at West 
Cheshire Museums: 

What is your job? 

My job is Team Leader across all of the West Cheshire Museums. I oversee the day to day 
running of the Museums including site maintenance, contracts, reporting figures, attending 
networking meetings across the North West, planning events and exhibitions, audience 
development and marketing.  

What did you do 
before getting your 
job? 

Before getting the job of Team 
leader I was a Visitor Assistant 
at both West Cheshire 
Museums and Stockport 
Museums. I love museums and 
heritage and I have either 
worked or volunteered in what 
feels like almost every museum 
and art gallery in the North 
West over the past 12 years! I 
completed a Masters Degree in 
Art History and Curating before 

I started working at West Cheshire Museums. Alongside working in the museum and 
heritage sector I have also gained lots of experience in other areas ranging from managing a 
bar to working in Human Resources, all of which have given me knowledge that I can apply 
in my job now.  

When did you decide you wanted to work in a museum? 

After completing my undergraduate I didn’t know much about museums but as my degree 
had been in Creative Arts I’d been involved in exhibitions at art galleries across Liverpool, 
such as the Blue Coat, Tate Liverpool and Open Eye Gallery, and in turn had volunteered at 
some of them too. This experience led me to realise I didn’t want to be an artist as such but 
instead just loved the story telling nature of exhibitions in general and set out to gain as 
much experience as possible in both art galleries and museums.  



What qualifications do you need for your job? 

I have a Foundation Degree in Fine Art, an undergraduate degree in Creative and Performing 
Arts and an MA in Art History- all of these have helped me to get my job. The main 
qualification you would need is a degree in any relevant subject, and there’s plenty as the 
job is so varied! For example some of my colleagues have degrees in History, Archaeology, 
Teaching, Theatre Studies, Fine Art- the list is endless. I think the most important thing you 
need for my job as Team Leader is a great imagination! 

Who has inspired you to get where you are? 

Throughout my life I have had lots of fantastic teachers and mentors who have inspired me 
but these are the ones who stand out the most- 

Kate Simmons, my Ballet school Principal when I was a child- she taught me to stay focused 
and well disciplined, push myself out of my comfort zone and always listen to others advice.  

Lena Simic, a University mentor during my undergraduate degree - she encouraged me to 
do a Masters degree and helped me to realise my passion for storytelling and collections. 
Lena had a lot of faith in me and really made me thrive to do my best.  

My family - they have always encouraged me to never give up on getting what I want out of 
life. 

What is your favourite gallery/museum? 

I have so many! In the UK my favourite museum is the V&A in London, it was one of the first 
museums I remember visiting as a child and I really fell in love with their Theatre and 
Performance gallery. One of my first museum related jobs after graduating was Wardrobe 
Curator and Collections Manager at Liverpool Hope University which I’m sure was 
influenced by my visit to the V&A as a child. Watch Secrets of the Museum on BBC IPlayer, it 
is a fantastic 6 part documentary about life inside the V&A, it may inspire you just like it did 
me!  

What is one of the favourite things you like about your current job? 

My favourite thing about being a Team Leader is working with rest of my team to come up 
with creative and inspiring ideas for promoting the museums and our collections. I also love 
working with the public and hearing about their visits to the museums, it’s very rewarding to 
hear they have enjoyed their day out!  

What tips would you give someone wanting to make a career in the 
museum and heritage sector? 

One of the most helpful things I have done towards my career was getting plenty of 
experience in different museum and gallery settings as a volunteer. Volunteering can be 
hard work sometimes as it’s unpaid but even if you only do a couple of hours a week at a 
museum or gallery whilst studying you will gain lots of knowledge which will help your 
application to stand out amongst others when you apply for jobs. And don’t give up!  


